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Wash-hand basin and hand-rinse basin in UK healthcare buildings: an

analysis based on infection prevention and control concepts

XIE Hao's ZHANG Qi*, LI Yang', LIU Fu-ying' (1. College of Jangho Architecture,
Northeastern University, Shenyang 110169, China; 2. Hospital Of fice, Shenyang Mental
Health Center , Shenyang 110168, China)

[Abstract] Effective infection prevention and control measures can reduce the risk of infection in patients, health
care workers, and visitors in healthcare buildings. Hand hygiene facilities, such as wash~hand basin and hand-rinse
basin, play important roles in this. Based on a number of medical building guidelines issued by the UK Department
of Health and Social Security, this paper analyzed the wash-hand basin and hand-rinse basin in medical buildings in
the UK, and summarized similar problems in China. This paper clarified the differences between wash-hand basin
and hand-rinse basin in the UK medical buildings, as well as classification of users, size and space requirements,
classification and design requirements, and configuration requirements of wash-hand basin and hand-rinse basin. It
also discussed the status of such problems in China as well as relevant experience and enlightenment from the UK.
Some of the UK experience can provide reference for the future revision of Chinese standards such as Code for de-
sign of infectious diseases hospital . Code for design of general hospital , Standard for hand hygiene for health-
care workers in healthcare settings.
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